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Barrister, Victorian Bar
Amendments to County Court time limits
With effect from 1 January 2007, an application for exclusion in the County Court under s.20 of the Confiscation Act 1997 is made upon it being filed with the County Court.
The amendment to Rule 10.03 of the County Court Miscellaneous Rules 1999 brings the procedure of the County Court in line with the procedure in the Supreme Court.

The previous rule 10.03 deemed an application to be made upon it being brought on for hearing or directions before a Judge – not at the time of filing of an application.  

The previous rule caused much confusion and distress to practitioners (and their clients) who incorrectly assumed that the filing of an application for exclusion within 60 days of conviction had the effect of staying automatic forfeiture.
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